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private and secretive election of the masters and wardens
which six or eight of the mistery make annually altogether
among themselves without the knowledge or assent of the
rest of the commonalty ". It was therefore decided in 1420
that the election should be made by the ' commonalty ' of
the mistery, and that no master or warden was to be re-elected
to the same office within a period of five years x. A similar
state of unrest prevailed among the Saddlers of York until a
compromise was arranged in 1473 on the following lines. At
a general assembly of the craft the retiring wardens (called
searchers) were to propose the names of three " most discreet
and able masters of the craft, such as hath not been searchers
within the same craft by the space of two years ", to hold
office. If the nominations were accepted by the assembly
these men were declared elected, but if the nominations were
rejected then the assembly made its own choice 2. The
qualifications for office varied from place to place : the gilds
of Norwich expressly excluded the civic authorities 3, at
Bury St. Edmunds the rulers of the Weavers' craft were to
be men of substance ' having freehold within the town ' 4, and
at Canterbury a curious proviso laid down that " any such
masters so elected shall be none of the same crafts or misteries
whereof they shall be elected " 5. The wardens were bound
by oath to fulfil the obligations incumbent upon their office :
" Ye shall swear that with all your might and power ye shall
keep peace and tranquillity within your craft, and ye shall
make good and true search in your craft during this year
next ensuing ". They were forbidden to inflict excessive
punishment upon delinquents or to extort money from them
for their own gain, but they were to carry out their duties
" sparing no one for favour and aggrieving no one for hate " 6.
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